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I Hate off to members of the Texas
Catle Feeders Associations (TCFA)
market committee. In lare November,
the gronp publicly recommended
that the mundatory Coantry of Origin
Labeling (COOL) law be rescinded.
The recommendation is not yer offi-
cial TCFA policy and muy not ever
be granted that atatus, but at least
there ure some producers whe are
evalugting this law and calling o
spade a spade.

on COUL. Al this time, {aw beef pro-
ducers’ organizations have publicly
taken & position similur 10 that of
TCFA% market commines, However,
if beef producer organizstions were
really looking out {or their members’
hest interests, they'd be in Washing-
ton every duy making sure Congress
understands this legislation will only
huzt the very pecple 3t

"Iy created 16 help,

- Does i remimd you

of mandatory price re-
porting? Ir's déja vu all
over ggair. Economics
should drive what hap-
pens on issues like
COOL but, unfortunate-
ly. indusury politics tos
often derall, or at leasl temporarily
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The Industry bas unil / 1.
2003 1o file aommenis mtirx , A

Wibire diyitgai: gy
ey 1 Speuik vl
b the vy
SICHL AUEtVE i September 2004,
it LUl wilk nuve

“prevent, economic reality {rom being

very stgmfu ant i ﬁ

tive mpaet GO0
will have onhe LS,
beel indusiny and
consumers who buy
our products, Tuken
L (8 exireme. plt-iis
pockel onsh cORUmay
Dbe_ less significant

than other émgaam
haef preducers,
= RgrenE the
Farm Jouma! Forum
in eardy Decemben
Jobn Teson, chairman and CEQ of
Tysor Foois, Ine., idenadifisd smne of
the comsequences snd rosty of
mandstory COOL. which is sched.
uled to wiart in Sepimber 200
Are vou rewdy for mumlutm-js Dy
¥/ith COOL.. i1 may be as mandatory
as the CUOL law itzell. Along with
identificasion, you'll need documen-
tation for esch animal that ineludes
where it was born and raisedwfrom
the pristine ranch, o the sale barn, to
the stockar operator. 1o the feedlot,
Fosont 1obid the forum
participants that his
vompuny  i4 already
hearing from retail cus.
sk who, heginning

ure going lo require

hix company jo provide
extenaive documuniatiop and inde-

pendent vertification W mset the

‘Siposen belore dumage 15 done,
~Ta Tate Novembor, USDAS Agri-
culmral Marketing Service released
ite analysis of COOLY cost, At 32 hil-
lion in the firat year, the analvais was,
urgtiably, not nearly incluaive of all
costs 1o our indusiry, But it did raise
red flags high encugh that some folks
in Texas end around the country sew
them. Az a result, more individuule

are beginning to apeal out abwu the

_be_saleuble {or the

TLOUL, requitements; o orster for that
“lo happen, cattle and hog producen
will have to comply——providing biog-
raphical information on their ive
stock to the processoer, " Because
wame Seprember 2004, i the *born
"In and aiy

e 1 duoumentation s

“rol adedquate, et vestock will not

3. retas] Tood
wade ™ Tyson painted out. Now that
Wil e 8 marketing problem! humy

Wiing. | never hewrd
s of the propo-
newts of COOL men-
tion thatt.

Of the 52 hilllorn,
fest-year prive g,
hadf will b borw
by  producers  for
the slorementioned
recortbkeeping sys-
topn. Companies why
provcess and market
beef for the L.S
consumer markel witl
pay the balanice o
develop und mmmmn KYAlEmS to
track pmducl rweis unlv cover
record keeping, Othor conts. aieh an
animal saenhiwumm, beeef prochact
segregation and retad] Toleling. are
not ineluded T e fnitial cost esti-
mate. Thes will be substentisl=—per-
haps significamty more than the ini-
tinl-vear cost projection on & recur-

ring annual basis. Producers and, to
& cenain ext : ers will pu
The bill—putting beef al o dinadvan-

Tage 1o pouliry, whish is somehow

exempt from COOL. m ,@: ) ?e

How did that happen? Perheps

more imporiant question is. ow did
COOL happen? Just like mandatory
price reporting—well intantioned,

but poorly informed peorie won (e
Daule o inlluchoin iugzafuiow W,

qg
Rave until NU‘IYW ,
know whut we think ahow such au%

anerous law, 1 we don’t spenk now,
have a feeling we're godog o wish w

had when vohustary CUOL beooines L\

wandadory in 2004,

Bill Mi

communications director

“Horizons” for BEEF Topay since

. Premium Besf, has wn'mn‘%
1987, Call his Council Grove, Kan.,\

ramrh ak { 620) ?6?'»70#1’






